
May 15, 2006 
  
DNA Member News          
  
Summer is almost here and we have a new crop of members… 
Welcome to 12 new members! New individual members are: Ronald Schulz, Pam Kulik, Julie 
Garrison, Edward and Bonnie Campbell, Mike Tramontina, Karen Remus, Steve Falk, 
Richard Boyd, Laura Douglas, and Andrew Tipton. Our new business members are Wells 
Fargo Financial (Russ Cross), and The Des Moines Embassy Club (Mike LaValle). If you know 
anyone who would like to join, send them to Paula Feltner (Paulajfeltner@aol.com) or to our new 
website at: www.desmoinesdna.com. 
  
April was a great month downtown…for music, theatre, sports, and people-watching. We hope 
you didn’t miss… 

·         “Hairspray” at the Civic Center and “Johnny Guitar: The Musical” at the Stoner 
Theatre 
·         “Smart Talk” at the Civic Center with Candace Bushnell, woman who added “toxic 
batchelor” and “Mr. Big” to our discourse 
·         The Iowa Blues Hall of Fame Induction at Blues on Grand, honoring Bob Dorr (Blue 
Band), Steve George (Bob Pace Band), Joanne Jackson, and Fred Walk 
·         The Latino Mini Festival at the Central Library, with Latino dance, music, storybook 
reading in Spanish, and refreshments, all to raise money for Spanish-language books. The 
library also hosted a Holocaust Remembrance Day and film festival? 
·         “Celebrate Downtown”, a weekend of events highlighted by the opening of the 
Downtown Des Moines Farmers’ Marketand tours of the library, Meredith gardens, and 
downtown living spaces, topped off with the Saturday evening Carp Festivalon Court 
Avenue 
·         And there’s much, much more…we haven’t even mentioned the Mayor’s Annual Ride 
for Trails which drew more than 1,000 riders, Drake Relay events which brought world-
class female athletes to downtown Des Moines (weren’t you dazzled by Chaunte Howard 
soaring to first place in the high jump competition?), the debut of the American Hockey 
League Calder Club playoffs with our own Iowa Stars at Wells Fargo Arena. And let’s not 
forget Andre Rieu, also at the Arena, Ballet Des Moines at Hoyt Sherman with three new 
works, the Asian Heritage Festival at Water Works Park, and the Associated Artists of 
Iowa at Capitol Square. And we can’t forget member Liz Dopman’s stage debut in “Mother 
Iowa”, where she played Simon Estes’ mother 
·         Downtown streets burst into bloom in May, thanks to the Downtown Community 
Alliance, The Ruan Company, and Julie Stedman and other city staff members who 
worked together to make our downtown streets so beautiful.  
·         Last – but never least – DNA and developer/member BJ Knapp threw a special party at 
the new Mulberry Lofts, with food from Centro, music by Tony Valdez, and lots of people 
having a great time. Welcome to our new members from the Lofts and thanks to BJ Knapp!  

  
  



Enough about last month, what are you doing this month? 
• Put the next DNA social on your calendar for starters! We’re partying at 801 Grand 

Steak and Chopon Wednesday, May 24th, 5:30 to 7:30, second floor. You can look forward to 
superb food and drinks, free for members, and music by the Tony Valdez band. Bring a friend so 
we can invite them to join DNA! And while we’re on the subject, stay tuned for more news about 
our June social at the Des Moines Embassy Club.  

• Visit the Blank Park Zoo. The zoo just celebrated its 40th birthday and welcomed some 
new additions. Visit and welcome a new Dwarf Caiman, a new wallaby, East African Crowned 
Cranes, a new female snow leopard, and 50 new Gouldian finches, making ours the largest 
collection in the world. Don’t forget to check out the new Principal Water Lab while you’re there!  

• Don’t get left behind when the Titanic sails again at the Science Center on May 20th. 
View Titanic, the Artifact Exhibition, and immerse yourself in the compelling story of the world’s 
finest and most luxurious ship that met its fate in the form of an iceberg and has had a grip on us 
ever since. Buy tickets by calling 515-274-6868, ext 202, or visiting the SCI box office.  

• Laugh with Whoopi Goldbergat the Civic Center on May 17th, coming to us through the 
ever-enjoyable “Smart Talk” series.  

• Enjoy a light-hearted evening with Antsy McClain and the Trailer Park Troubadoursat 
the Stoner Theatre, Civic Center, on May 19th – or how about seeing a free flick, “Tommy Boy”, 
at the Simon Estes amphitheatre?  

• Get delirious with Circque du Soleilworking their magic, turning music into motion at the 
Wells Fargo Arena on May 19th and 20th.  

• Play ball! The I-Cubs have opened their 2006 season. You may have missed Kerry 
Woods rehabbing but what could be better than a summer evening at Principal Park? Drinks, 
brats, and ball, with a fabulous view of the Capitol and downtown – do yourself a favor and go!  

• Feeling artsy? How about a play written by a Midwesterner? Try “Leaving Iowa, a 
comedy about traveling”, which kicked off April 20th at the Temple for Performing Arts. Author 
Tim Clue got a Best New Play award in 2004 from the American Theater Critics Association for 
his story of a journalist who returns to his home town of Winterset and finds changes he didn’t 
expect.  

• Want a change of pace after work? Hit a great after-work party at Des Moines Art 
Center Downtown, 9th & Walnut. Kevin Burt and the Instigators play jazz, rock funk, and soul 
on May 19th, followed by Public Property, a 9-piece reggae band on June 9th.  

• Have a beer (or two) with your neighbors at the new El Bait Shop, 200 SW 2nd. 
Choose from a selection of 105 beers on tap, and Mexican food and barbecue to enjoy with your 
beer. Owned by member Jeff Bruning and partners (who also own 4 other downtown 
restaurants), El Bait Shop will rent fishing poles and sell bait and tackle so you can stroll down to 
the river and toss a line in before or after your pit stop.  

• Nightfall on the Riverkicks off June 1st at Simon Estes Amphitheater, and runs 
through August 3rd. You know it’s summer downtown when you hear the music drifting over the 
river on Thursday nights!  

• Feeling really energetic? Join the throng of runners for the Dam to Dam 20K raceon 
June 3rd, stretching from Saylorville Lake to downtown Des Moines.  

• Don’t forget to vote on June 6th in the Iowa Republican and Democratic primaries. And 
look for two of our DNA members on the ballot.  



• At long last, Winefestis here again on June 8th, 9th and 10th at Gateway West, with an 
event for every taste and pocketbook. Looking for a casual wine-testing event? Try Friday night’s 
“Sips and the City”. Feel like dressing up? You’ll love Saturday night’s “The Grand Tasting”. 
For deep pockets, there are the “Prima dinners”, fabulous gourmet meals in special settings, 
matched with peerless wines. Want to enjoy a daytime event? “Vino in the Village”, a day of 
shopping and tasting in the East Village, was made for you. Check it all out at 
www.winefestdesmoines.com.  

• Get healthy!  
o Our DNA member, the Downtown Riverfront YMCA, offers fitness programs 

and classes galore to get that sleek summer look back. Check out their offerings at 
www.dmymca.org under the “Riverfront” tab.  

o Or…you could put on your walking shoes and ramble the Meredith Trail, bask in 
the sun at the new Central Library, or take yourself to your favorite downtown coffee bar.  

o Take an architectural walking tour of down Des Moines and learn all about the 
buildings that make Iowa’s capitol unique. Tours start at Nollen Plaza at 5:30 pm, rain or shine, 
on June 1, 15, and 29, July 13 and 27, August 10 and 24, and September 17 and 21.  

o Best of all, celebrate Bike to Work Weekby pedaling to member Romeo’s on 
the River to pick up a lunch special to mark the occasion. Feel smug about living downtown as 
you sail to work on your bike with your lunch, while the I-235 crowd struggles through road 
construction that promises to make their lives miserable through the summer and well into the fall!  

• Have you seen the new DNA website, www.desmoinesdna.com yet? It’s for you – visit 
and tell us what you’d like to see.  
  
Downtown development news… 

• Kudos to the Bank of America building at 6th Avenue and Locust for listening to the 
community and making plans to shift operations upstairs to make room for “quick and casual” 
street-level dining. Possibilities are Mexican, Italian, soup-and-salad, and, maybe, a boutique 
retailer.  

• Work is moving along on the Kirkwood Hotel, 400 Fourth Street, with completion of 53 
apartments expected by the end of the summer.  

• Metro Lofts, 2nd and Vine, is now planned as a 105-unit apartment building rather than 
condo units, with construction starting in spring, 2008.  
  
We’re reaching out to you… 

• The DNA board meets on the first Wednesday of every month at the Pappajohn Center, 
and all members are welcome to attend. Want to get more involved? Committees include: 
Membership, Special Events, Neighborhood Advocacy, Communications & Marketing, 
Community Liaison, and Volunteer Coordination. Your ideas and your energy are welcome! 
Contact us to work on the committee of your choice.  
  
Downtown is better – and busier – than ever. Be a part of it and get to know your 
neighbors. Help us spread the news that DNA is making a difference! If you have news that 
would interest your downtown neighbors, email it to Isobel.osius@meredith.com. 
 


