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Minutes of the February 1, 2006 
Downtown Des Moines Neighborhood Association 

Board of Directors 
 

Call to Order:  Ms. Kirk called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. 
 
Roll Call:  Board members Barbara Kirk, Jeff Johannsen, Ben Washburn, Steve Bishop, 
Michael Eberle, and Travis Rychnovsky were present.  Five guests were also in 
attendance. 
 
Discussion Topics: 
 
Approval of 01.04.2006 Minutes 
Mr. Washburn motioned to approve the minutes; Mr. Rychnovsky seconded.  The motion 
passed. 
 
President’s Update 

• 17 responses have been received from the Court Avenue Survey  
• With regard to the committee structure and organization of DNA, a board member 

will act as liaison to each committee, and that board member will report to the 
Vice President of DNA 

 
Update from Mr. Mark Schleuger from DMPD 

• Mr. Schleuger reported that the homeless issue continues to be worked on.  The 
City will be working to clean up debris along the river from Fleur Drive to Sec 
Taylor 

• The battle with the crows continues; City and DCA are working with USDA 
representative.  The crows have started to clear out – there were 5 – 10 thousand, 
and now there are only a few hundred. 

 
Mr. Jack Hatch – Possible Projects 
Mr. Hatch is conducting research and doing feasibility studies to determine if a couple of 
historic buildings along Locust Street could be purchased and renovated, with a high-rise 
condo built at the back end of the buildings.  He is working with a firm on artists 
renderings.  Mr. Hatch also expressed concern about what is going to be constructed 
along the new Gateway West park.  He would like to see residential, not just commercial.  
Residential structures, he says, would support better use of the park.   
 
Treasurer’s Report 

• Mr. Eberle reported a 01.31.06 beginning balance of 4,304.98, revenue of 30.00, 
and ending balance of 4,334.98.  There is also a $1,000 c.d. at Bankers Trust.  Mr. 
Washburn motioned to approve the report, Mr. Bishop seconded; the motion 
passed. 

• Mr. Eberle also pointed out that as the new website supports Pay Pal payments, a 
$.60 fee is charged per transaction. 



 2 

• Mr. Eberle also mentioned a recent article in The Register regarding several 
Neighborhoods getting grants from Prairie Meadows.  Mr. Bishop will research to 
see if DNA has a specific cause that would be eligible for a grant, and research 
the process. 

 
Membership 

• Mr. Washburn reported that Rob Hansen will chair the website committee 
• Mr. Washburn will put together a plan for an event planning committee 

 
Communications 

• Mr. Bishop reported that because the Quarterly Newsletter isn’t published 
frequently enough, and the e-news has been developed, the focus of the Quarterly 
Newsletter should change to being more of a magazine with features and photos.  
The board agreed.  Ms. Kirk asked Mr. Bishop to provide specific dates that the 
Newsletter will be published in 2006. 

• Splash, YMCA, and Savery need to have ads in the next Quarterly Newsletter 
• Mr. Bishop will develop a membership card that will be distributed to members to 

receive discounts at certain venues.  The card will have the DNA member’s name, 
and the an expiration date. 

 
Old Business 

• None 
 
New Business 

• The February social will not be held at The Equitable, as the building is not far 
enough along.  Mr. Bishop is looking into having the social at Splash. 

• Mr. Johannsen motioned to appoint Rebecca Vacco to the board to fill the 
vacancy created by Ms. Rasmussen’s resignation in January.  Her term will be 1 
yr, filling the remainder of Rasmussen’s term.  Mr. Rychnovsky seconded; the 
motion passed. 

 
 
Adjournment:   

• Mr. Johannsen motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mr. Rychnovsky seconded.  Ms. 
Kirk adjourned the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 

 


