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Minutes of the October 3, 2007 
Downtown Des Moines Neighborhood Association 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 

Call to Order:  President, Mr. Ben Washburn called the meeting to order at 
7:10 pm. 
 
Roll Call:  Board members Ben Washburn, Michael Eberle, Mike Draper, 
Christopher Diebel and Jillian Shannon were present. Guests Brooke Avila 
(social chair), Misti Allison (DMPD) were also in attendance along with 
representatives from the Hawthorne Hill Expansion (Gandolf Group & 
MetroPlains Development) and Crane Building (MetroPlains Development) 
projects were all present. 
 

Discussion Topics 
 
Approval of 09.05.2007 Minutes 
Mr. Michael Eberle motioned to approve the minutes; Ms. Jillian Shannon 
seconded.  The motion passed. 
 
Presentations 

• Hawthorne Hill Expansion: Mixed income housing consisting of the 
existing Hawthorne Hills building and a new structure to the north. 
The building will offer one, two and three bedroom floor plans and 
feature enclosed parking. The rentals are targeting residents making 
40-60% of the median income ($9-12/hour workers).  

• The Crane Building: Mixed income housing targeting artists (with 
income around 60% of the median income in Des Moines). The 
development will feature two levels of studio/performance space, 
including a sculpture garden. One, two and three bedroom floor 
plans are available for rent. A mix of underground and outside 
parking is available at a ratio of 1 stall per unit. Street parking will 
serve other vehicles.  

• Mr. Mike Eberle motioned to approve the development. Ms. Jillian 
Shannon seconded.  

 
President’s Report 

• Mr. Washburn announced our invitation to the Asian Garden 
unveiling October 24th from 5:30-7pm.  

 
Misti Allison, Des Moines Police Dept Report  

• Misti has already replaced Rich as the liaison to Downtown.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
• Mr. Mike Eberle reported that our balance as of 8/28/07 was 

$7,029.47. As of 09/28/07, we had a balance of $8,558.17. Mr. 
Christopher Diebel motioned to accept the report. Ms. Jillian 
Shannon seconded. The motion passed.  

 
Committee Reports 

• Social: Ms. Brooke Avilia reported that we have a social arranged 
for October 23rd at _______ from _____pm.   

 
New Business  

• We discussed at length the status of our socials, how they have 
worked in the past and how we can improve for the future. Ideas 
ranged from holding more casual weekly happy hours to reducing 
the number of planned socials to a quarterly event that could really 
be talked up for a number of months to build attendance. Long 
term, we want to build a plan for the 2008 calendar year that will be 
appealing for all members.  

 
Old Business 

• There was no old business to report. 
 

New Business 
• DCA approached us about a focus group on Thursday, February 15. 

Information will be sent to board for distribution.  
 

Adjournment:   
• Ms. Jillian Shannon motioned to adjourn the meeting; Mr. 

Christopher Diebel seconded.  Mr. Ben Washburn adjourned the 
meeting at 9:10pm.  


