
 
 

Downtown Neighborhood Association 
Meeting Minutes 

March 6, 2013 
6:00 pm 

Saddlery Building 
309 Court Ave. 

 
 

1. Call meeting to order… 6:01 pm 

a. Present: Bradshaw, Thompson, Rowe, Lampe, Talcott, Rope 

b. Guests: Sgt. Neely, Tom Tarbox, (later: Supervisor Tom Hockensmith 

2. Old Business 

a. Approval of February Meeting Minutes 

i. Motion to approve: Lampe 

ii. Second: Thompson 

iii. Unanimously approved 

b. Meet Supervisor Tom Hockensmith 

i. Introduced himself; redistricting changed him to cover downtown 

ii. Now covers east, southeast, east village, about half of downtown 

(including court district) 

iii. Supervisor since 2003 

iv. Spoke on general issues going on with the Supervisors/County/downtown 

3. Officer Reports 

a. President's Report 

i. Neighborhood Survey 

1. 3 goals for DNA 

a. get nonprofit status discussed 

b. more members/engagement discussed 

c. will solicit goals from members, send to Bradshaw 



 
ii. Mobile Lighted Billboard 

1. Bradshaw reached out to council members; doesn't appear there are 

any ordinances to prohibit; he tried to call them and get 

information 

2. Sgt. Neely has also been researching: had been contacted by Ct. 

Ave. District president; spoke with city; will follow up more on 

this 

iii. Arts Festival Artist Housing Needed 

1. contact Barbara Kirk if you want to host someone 

b. Treasurer's Report 

i. Discussed in new business 

c. Police Crime Report (Sgt. Neely) 

i. 35 crimes: big reduction 

ii. 3/4 tracked are assaults (mostly simple assaults, which don't involve 

injury/weapons even) 

iii. robbery: Hyatt Place; guy asked for change at 12:30, came back at 2:30 

and asked to use bathroom, where was ATM, etc.; guy came back in and 

acted like he had a gun; pushed clerk out of way, took small amount from 

cash register 

iv. concealed weapons: during traffic stop, found brass knuckles 

v. if any specific questions always can ask Sgt. Neely 

vi. has been meeting with skywalk security companies: new shelter, may have 

large groups of people heading to shelters by 6 pm deadline, exiting 

around 8 am to go buy booze; issues with mass groups 

1. skywalk: pays for 1 officer 8 hours a day, also contracts with 

others 

4. Old Business (6:46) 



 
a. Non-Profit Application Status 

i. Motion to file: Rowe 

ii. Second: Lampe 

iii. Unanimously passed. 

b. Printer Repair is done 

5. Committee Reports 

a. Membership Report (Bradshaw) 

i. Kristine Dineen has expressed interest, Bradshaw will discuss with her 

ii. last month: 3 new (1 business Rumley Lofts); renewals 8 (all individual) 

iii. current: 315 total (209 residents, 20 nonresidents, 85 businesses) 

b. Social Media Report (Rope) 

i. 723 facebook likes this month: has a lot of nonprofits reaching out, 

reporters reaching out 

ii. 1655 followers on Twitter (facebook posts are tweeted); we are following 

700-some (trying to follow Des Moines people/businesses) 

c. Social Events Report (Rasmussen) 

i. Upcoming Regus (partnership buidling): 4/2; I Cubs: 5/16 

ii. looking ahead: 

1. late April: DART tour plus Hessen Haus social 

2. June/July: Confluence Brewery, maybe Embassy Club w/ East 

Village 

3. Des Moines Parks & Rec: free outdoor flicks; City sent 

information where they will set up movie in a public space 

(September?) 

4. August 6: National Night Out 

5. would like to invite smaller businesses like pedi-cab, big yellow 

bike 



 
6. New Business (6:59 pm) 

a. 2013 budget planning (Lampe, Bradshaw) 

i. have had questions about what we need to keep in reserves; need goals of 

what to do with funds 

ii. Lampe provided February report: starting balance $8,091.35; ending 

balance $8,020.14; provided itemized expenses for 2012 

iii. bring back ideas next month 

b. Organizational goals: send ideas this month to Bradshaw 

i. need to order new nametag stickers; need someone to pick those (Rope 

will do this) 

c. Other items discussed: 

i. static cling door decals for business members: Bradshaw will get a quote 

ii. will do mailers to 391 expired members 

iii. discussion of stressing to members to use cards 

iv. Jessica will review letter out to old members 

v. Downtown Living Magazine - consider buying an ad 

vi. Tom Tarbox, Law Firm, arranged for use of this office space 

vii. Board Responsibilities (have lists of things to do to help future boards; 

goal to generate this) 

viii. CABCo: has asked for volunteers for NCAA wrestling, we can put it out 

on webpage 

7. Motion to Adjourn: Thompson 

a. Second: Rowe 

b. Unanimously passed; meeting closed 


